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WHEREABOUTS INFORMATION 

An Overview 
Note:  The information below is based only on a general and simplified overview of the text of the World Anti-Doping Code (the Code) in force January 1, 2004.  For detailed provisions and for more information on interpretation, the reader should consult the full text of the current Code available at all times on www.wada-ama.org. 

What is the source of the requirement to provide whereabouts information?
The Code sets out only general guidelines regarding the requirement to provide whereabouts information.  The Code requires each National Anti-Doping Organization (NADO) or International Federation (IF) to decide on the exact terms of its respective rules, processes and administration requirements with respect to whereabouts information.
Why are athletes required to provide whereabouts information? 

For unscrupulous athletes, making themselves hard to find is a way of avoiding testing. The purpose of applicable whereabouts requirements is that athletes can be located at any time for unannounced out-of-competition testing. Failure to respect applicable whereabouts requirements may result in a sanction. 

Which athletes are required to provide whereabouts information? 

Athletes who are named members of the testing pool of a NADO or IF are required to submit whereabouts information.  When athletes are advised that they are now part of a NADO or IF testing pool, they should immediately find out from the relevant organization what the applicable process is for submitting their whereabouts information.

What level of detail is required for whereabouts information? 

In general you are required to provide your permanent address (where you live), the address(es) of your training venue(s), any alternate addresses with the times/dates at which you might find yourself there, your training schedule, your school or work schedule, and other regularly scheduled activities. You must also indicate any travel plans or competitions, with accommodation details, dates, and times.  Most NADOs and IFs have produced forms that clearly set out the level of detail required in providing whereabouts information.
How often does whereabouts information have to be updated? 

How often you will have to update your whereabouts information will depend on the specific requirements of each NADO or the IF, with which you should ensure that you have thoroughly familiarised yourself.  Many anti-doping organizations ask for forms to be submitted quarterly.  Quarterly updates notwithstanding, timely updates must also be provided in the event of any changes to the athlete’s schedule. Updates that are submitted too late may lead to an athlete missing a test, which may then lead to sanctions, unless the change in schedule is due to hospitalization or bereavement.

What can happen if an athlete fails to submit whereabouts information or fails to notify the NADO or IF of a change of schedule? 

Failure to provide accurate, current whereabouts information is a sanctionable offence. Such a failure will result in the athlete’s case being reviewed.  If, following the review, it is determined that there was no reasonable justification for the failure to provide accurate, current whereabouts information, the athlete may be suspended from competition.  In such cases, suspension may range from three months to two years, depending on the applicable regulations.

Where can athletes find out more about whereabouts information? 

NADOs and IFs can provide athletes under their jurisdiction with all necessary information about whereabouts requirements, processes and possible sanctions.
