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FACT SHEET ABOUT 
THE WORLD ANTI-DOPING CODE 
History

· 2001: first draft submitted to an 18-month worldwide public consultation process

· 2003: adopted unanimously during the World Conference on Doping in Sport

· 2004: effective as of January 1st

· 2006: submitted to another worldwide public consultation process

· 2007: revised version planned to be adopted at the next World Conference on Doping in Sport

· 2008: revised version planned to become effective

Essential Content

The Code establishes the fundamental principles on which all efficient anti-doping policies should be based.  It also expressly sets out that the entire process leading to a sanction for a doping violation must respect human rights and principles of fairness and justice.

	VIOLATIONS:
	Description of various violations such as presence or use of a prohibited substance, evading a doping control test, administering or trafficking in prohibited substances or methods, etc.

	SANCTIONS:
	Description of sanctions applicable to different types of violation and of other circumstances, which may affect the sanction to be imposed.

	RESULT MANAGEMENT:
	Description of procedures to be followed from the time a possible doping violation is reported to a testing authority until a sanction is determined.

	APPEALS:
	Provisions setting out the right of all parties involved in doping cases to appeal decisions.

	WHEREABOUTS:
	Description of the requirements imposed on athletes who are subject to out of competition testing to provide whereabouts information to testing authorities so that mandated doping control officers can find them.

	ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
	Outline of the roles and responsibilities of WADA, governments and Code signatories with regards to doping control, education, research, sharing of information, mutual recognition of decisions, and other elements to ensure worldwide coordination and harmonisation.


In addition to the core document of the Code, the following four International Standards are an integral part of the Code, even if they are published as separate documents:

	PROHIBITED LIST:
	Lists, by category or by name, substances and methods which are prohibited in sport.  Distinguishes those prohibited at all times from those prohibited in competition only.

	TESTING:
	Sets out all of the proper, step-by-step procedures to be followed for doping controls, from the selection of an athlete for testing to the transportation of samples to the laboratory inclusively.

	THERAPEUTIC USE EXEMPTIONS:
	Provides for the right of athletes to undergo medical treatment under certain conditions.  While most common illnesses can be treated with medications that do not contain prohibited substances, the Code allows for athletes to apply for a therapeutic use exemption to enable them to use, for a legitimate medical condition, an otherwise prohibited substance or method.

	LABORATORY:
	Sets out all the proper, step-by-step procedures to be followed by laboratories accredited by WADA in performing analyses for doping controls, from the time the laboratory receives a sample, to the reporting of results to the testing authority, including the safeguarding of remaining samples.


Adoption and Implementation

The signatories of the Code are listed on WADA’s website (under Code/Code Acceptance).
