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CAUSES FOR SANCTIONS UNDER THE WORLD ANTI-DOPING CODE
FOR ATHLETES
Who Can Be Sanctioned?

Under the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)’s World Anti-Doping Code (the Code) in force January 1, 2004, athletes and athlete support personnel alike may be sanctioned for anti-doping rule violations.

As an athlete, whether participating in national and international or in other sporting events, you shall respect the rules to avoid committing one of the violations described in Articles 2.1 through 2.8 of the Code.
What May I Be Sanctioned For?

· using or attempting to use a prohibited substance (listed in WADA’s Prohibited List)

· using or attempting to use a prohibited method (listed in WADA’s Prohibited List)

· refusing to submit to a doping control process

· tampering or attempting to tamper with any part of a doping control process

· failing to provide required whereabouts information

· possession of prohibited substances or of equipment that can be used for prohibited methods

· trafficking or administering to any athlete a prohibited substance or prohibited method

· assisting, encouraging, aiding, abetting, covering up or any other type of complicity in any of the above activities 

Note:  The above is based only on a general and simplified overview of Articles 2.1 through 2.8 of the Code.  For detailed definitions and provisions, and for more information on interpretation, consequences and sanctions, the reader should consult the full text of the Code.

What Else Do I Need to Know?

· It is possible to be sanctioned even if:

· the use of a prohibited substance or prohibited method was unintentional

· the use of a prohibited substance or prohibited method did not improve your athletic performance

· the prohibited substance is detected in very small quantity

· the substance taken may be otherwise naturally produced by the body (when this was not the case)
· you only attempted any of the above violations 

· Even without a positive test, it is possible to be sanctioned as a result of:

· personal admission

· third party testimony

· any other evidence

Note:  The above are general principles only.  Exceptions to these general principles apply in certain specific cases.  For full information on the details of these principles and their exceptions, the reader should consult the full text of the Code.
	POSSIBLE SANCTIONS
	DEPENDING ON

	From warning to ineligibility for life
	· type of violation (4 years minimum for trafficking or administration)

· circumstances of the individual case 

· substance found

· previous offense

	Possible disqualification of results:

· at the competition during which violation occurred

· at all subsequent competitions since the violation occurred
	For an athlete:

· whether the test was conducted out-of-competition or in-competition

· applicable rules of the sport’s international federation

· circumstances of the individual case
For a team:

· number of athletes on the team having violated anti-doping rules

· applicable rules of the sport’s international federation


Note:  The above are general principles only.  Exceptions to these general principles apply in certain specific cases.  For full information on the details of these principles and their exceptions, the reader should consult the full text of the Code.






